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Part-Time Affiliated Faculty (Didactic and Clinical)  

The SPLP program hires adjunct faculty & Clinical Instructors to meet the needs of the program. 

 Steve Madix, Ph.D., CCC-SLP/A, Instructor and Clinical Faculty 

madix@ulm.edu, 318.342.1392, Sugar 155  

 Lezlee Shauf, M.A., CCC-SLP, Instructor and Clinical Faculty 

shauf@ulm.edu, 318.342.1392, Sugar 152 

 Linda Bryan, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Clinical Faculty 

lbryan@ulm.edu, 318.342.1392, Sugar 107 

 Sarah Romero, M.S., CCC-SLP, Clinical Faculty 

sromero@ulm.edu
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Generally, students who have a bachelor’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology have few, if 

any, undergraduate deficiencies to make up.   

 

It is important to note that meeting the above criteria minimums or maximums is not a 

guarantee of acceptance into the ULM graduate program in Speech-Language Pathology. 

 

Students without a B.S./B.A. in Speech-Language Pathology, Audiology, or 

Communication Disorders 

Students without an undergraduate degree in Speech-Language Pathology (or one of the other 

name derivatives), must complete the pre-requisite SPLP and non-SPLP undergraduate pre-

requisite courses or their equivalent with a grade of “C” or better before applying to the Graduate 

program. Completion of these courses does not guarantee admission into the M.S. in Speech-

Language Pathology program. https://www.ulm.edu/gradschool/  

Maintaining Full-Time Status 

A full-time graduate student in Speech-Language Pathology may schedule from nine to eighteen 

/gradschool/
/gradschool/
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client=1 slot, 2x/wk for 1hr). The number of clients assigned will increase each semester. In the 

summer, clients are seen four times a week (1 client =1 slot, 4x/wk for 1hr,15min). For 

internships, students must register for at least 4 credit hours of both SPLP 5081 and SPLP 5086. 

Graduate academic courses in Speech-Language Pathology are offered one time per year.  

Students are required to enroll in the following courses in a specific sequence. 
 

Course Number Title Credits 

SPLP 5005 Research in Speech-Language Pathology 3 

SPLP 5020 Seminar in Articulation 3 

SPLP 5025 Current Topics in Stuttering Research and Remediation 3 

SPLP 5028 Seminar in Communicative Language Disorders in Children 3 

SPLP 5030 Seminar in Speech/Language Pathology: Diagnostics 3 

SPLP 5042 Seminar in Voice Disorders 3 

SPLP 5060 Seminar in Augmentative/Alternative Communication for 

Persons with Severe Expressive Disorders 

3 

SPLP 5061 Seminar in Oropharyngeal Involvement 3 

SPLP 5070 Seminar in the Profession 3 

SPLP 5076 Practicum – Site I  1-18 

SPLP 5077 
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RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE OF CLASSES FOR FALL ADMITS  
 

Fall Year 1 

SPLP 5020 Articulation (1st 8 Weeks) 

SPLP 5005 Research (2nd 8 Weeks) 

SPLP 5028 Language Disorders in Children 

SPLP 5150 Seminar in Aphasia and Motor Speech Disorders 

SPLP 4090 (if necessary) Neurophysiology 

SPLP 5076 (1) Clinic Site I (1 Client) 

 

Total = 13 hours (16) 

 

Spring Year 1 

/gradschool/thesis_dissertation_committees.html
/gradschool/thesis_dissertation_committees.html
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3. A plan for the methodology or completed methodology section (chapter 3)  

Students must submit this information to the Program Director no later than the first month of the 

second semester of study. The program director, along with departmental faculty will review the 

documents and discuss the viability of the student completing the thesis option. The student will 

then be assigned a committee of three graduate faculty who will preside over the completion of 

the thesis. Completion and defense of the thesis will occur during the last semester of the 

program of study. Additional guidance and information will be provided by the student’s thesis 

advisor and committee.  

 

Advising 

The advising process is a collaborative effort between the student and advisor. The advisor helps 

the student plan their academic program. At a minimum, the student will meet formally with 

their major advisor once during each fall and spring semester to assess progress toward degree 

completion. Both academic and clinical advising are ongoing processes. Major advisors are 

appointed by the Program Director during the student’s first semester of graduate school. 

Students will meet with the Program Director prior to beginning the program of study for initial 

advising. At least one time each semester major advisors will provide and ask for information 

from the other faculty regarding their advisees’ academic and clinical progress as well as any 

accolades or concerns to pass on to the student. Students should proactively keep the advisor 

and/or Program Director informed of any issues that could affect the students’ progress toward 

the degree. Continuous communication between the advisor and the student makes advising a 

meaningful and productive process.  

 

Appointment of Graduate Committee 

In addition to the major advisor, all Speech-Language Pathology graduate students must have a 

graduate committee consisting of three Speech-Language Pathology faculty members. Typically, 

this includes one or two doctoral faculty and one or two master's faculty.  This committee is 

generally formed during the first graduate semester.  One committee member must be the major 

advisor with the remaining members consisting of full and associate members of the graduate 

faculty. The committee is available for consultation throughout the graduate program. This 

committee will guide the student’s academic program and will be involved in any meetings 

related to the development of a Remediation Plan or to address other concerns.  

 

Graduate Plan of Study 

During the first graduate semester, all Speech-Language Pathology graduate students must meet 

with their major advisor and determine a graduate plan of study. Most plans will be the same; 

however, some students might be required to complete an undergraduate deficiency course (e.g. 

Neurophysiology) in addition to the standard graduate plan. The formal plan document will be 

circulated to the committee members for signatures. After all appropriate Speech-Language 

Pathology faculty have signed, the document will be signed by the Dean of the Graduate School 

and then filed in the student's academic file in the Graduate School and the SPLP Program office.  

 

 

 

 



/slp/handbooks.html
/gradschool/council.html
/slp/documents/splp-student-intervention-policy-remediation.pdf
/slp/documents/splp-student-intervention-policy-remediation.pdf
https://www.asha.org/certification/2020-slp-certification-standards/#4
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Swallowing, Cognitive Aspects of Communication, Social Aspects of Communication, and 

Communication Modalities. Students are expected to acquire both knowledge and skill in these 

areas as they progress through their graduate program. Faculty will assist students in identifying 

http://www.ets.org/
https://www.asha.org/Certification/Certification-Standards-for-SLP--Maintenance-and-Forms/
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Students can take the Praxis exam prior to entering internship after completing the majority of 

didactic coursework, when enrolled in SPLP 5081 and SPLP 5086, or following graduation 

during the Clinical Fellowship Year.   



http://www.asha.org/
https://www.asha.org/certification/2020-slp-certification-standards/
https://caa.asha.org/siteassets/files/accreditation-standards-for-graduate-programs.pdf
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• Communicate professionally and intelligibly with patients, colleagues, other healthcare 

professionals, and community or professional groups. 

• Communicate professionally, effectively, and legibly on patient documentation, reports, and 

scholarly papers required as a part of course work and professional practice. 

• Convey information accurately with relevance and cultural sensitivity. 

 

Motor 

A student most possess adequate motor skills to: 

• 
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• Recognize when a client’s family does or does not understand the clinician’s written and or 

verbal communication. 

 

Behavioral/Social 

A student must possess adequate behavioral and social attributes to: 

• Display mature empathetic and effective professional relationships by exhibiting compassion, 

integrity, and concern for others. 

• Recognize and show respect for individuals with disabilities and for individuals of different 

ages, genders, race, religions, sexual orientation, and cultural and socioeconomic 

backgrounds. 

• Conduct oneself in an ethical and legal manner, upholding the ASHA Code of Ethics and 

university and federal privacy policies. 

• Maintain general good physical and mental health and self-care in order not to jeopardize 

the health and safety of self and others in the academic and clinical setting. 

• Adapt to changing and demanding environments (which includes maintaining both 

professional demeanor and emotional health). 

• Manage the use of time effectively to complete professional and technical tasks within 

realistic time constraints. 

• Accept suggestions and constructive criticism appropriately and respond by visible 

modification of behaviors. 

• Dress appropriately and professionally. 

• Behave appropriately and professionally. 
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PART 2 

Clinical Practicum 
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Part A: Carol Nichols Ray Speech-Language Pathology Clinic 

 in the Kitty DeGree Speech and Hearing Center  
 

Introduction 

This section is 



Fall 2023                                                                                                                17 | P a g e    

   

 

Referrals for clinical services from individuals, health professionals, other ULM personnel, and 

community agency representatives are welcomed.  Individual evaluation and treatment sessions 

are scheduled for all semesters of the academic year (fall, spring, summer).  In addition, 

screenings of students in other academic programs (e.g., education, occupational therapy, dental 

hygiene) are conducted on a regular basis throughout the year.   

  

The ULM Literacy Clinic is located on the second floor of Sugar Hall. The referral process is the 

same as that of the KDSHC- CNRC.

same as that of the 
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Director serves as head of the entire program, coordinates the academic and clinical programs, 

and is accessible to all students, faculty, and staff.  

 

The Clinic Director reports directly to the Program Director and is responsible for the general 

administration and operation of the KDSHC and CRNC including promoting appropriate 

services for clients while fostering an optimal learning environment for student clinicians.   

 

Scheduling of clients/student clinicians/Clinical Instructors into available clinic slots and 

monitoring/confirming clinical clock hours earned by student clinicians are also duties of the 

Clinic Director. The Clinic Director supports the clinical teaching of students through direct 

instruction, conferencing with Clinical Instructors and students, as well as supporting applied 

research conducted in the clinical setting.  Other related activities include preparation of clinic 

documents/records/forms, scheduling staffings and on-campus/off-
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Up to 20% (i.e., 75 hours) of direct contact hours may be obtained through Clinical Simulation 

methods. Only the time spent in active engagement with Clinical Simulation may be counted. 

This may include the use of standardized patients and simulation technologies (e.g., standardized 

patients, virtual patients, digitized mannequins, immersive reality, task trainers, computer-based 

interactive). Debriefing activities may not be included as clinical clock hours. 

Although several students may observe a clinical session at one time, clinical practicum hours 

should be assigned only to the student who provides direct services to the client or the client’s 

family. Typically, only one student at a time should be working with a client in order to count the 

practicum hours. Several students working as a team may receive credit for the same session, 

depending on the specific responsibilities that each student is assigned when working directly 

with the client. The applicant must maintain documentation of their time spent in supervised 

practicum and this documentation must be verified by the program in accordance with Standards 

III and IV. For more information go to https://caa.asha.org/siteassets/files/accreditation-

standards-for-graduate-programs.pdf  

Forms/Client Records/Confidentiality/Student Responsibilities 

Students enrolled in SPLP 5076 obtain supervised clinical clock hours through the ULM Kitty 

DeGree Speech and Hearing Center Carol Nichols Ray Speech-Language Pathology Clinic and 

at various sites within the local community. Forms and sample documents are available to 

students that should be utilized for completion of clinical activities at these sites.  Some forms 

are for client records and others for required student documentation of activities.  Specific 

instruction on the use of the forms will be provided directly by the Clinic Director and/or the 

assigned Clinical Instructor at Staffings and during individual meetings.  A Clinic Calendar will 

also be provided each semester for student clinicians on dates for specific activities and due dates 

for completion of assignments or reports. All student clinicians must maintain a “Working 

Folder” for each client of all current, relevant client and/or student clinician documents not yet 

officially filed in the client’s confidential record or the student’s Clinical File. This folder will 

include case management plans, diagnostic materials, and the supervisor/clinician 

correspondence log. The folder is turned in weekly to the Clinical Instructor for review and 

approval of the upcoming week’s case management plan and any testing materials. At other 

times the working folder is kept in the possession of the student clinician with confidentiality 

maintained at all times. SOAP notes are submitted weekly in ClinicNote to the Clinical 

Instructor for approval. Clinical reports are to be documented in ClinicNote. A printed copy of 

each clinical report will also be kept in the client’s confidential file which are kept in a locked 

filing cabinet.  

All client records are considered confidential information. It is the policy of the KDSHC to hold 

the welfare and confidentiality of clients paramount.  Although the CRN Clinic is currently not 

designated as a HIPAA covered entity, Speech-Language Pathology faculty and graduate 

students are provided information regarding the intent of this federal law and other applicable 

legislation concerning patient privacy. It is the responsibility of student clinicians, Clinical 

Instructors, and Clinic staff to protect the privacy of each client through appropriate use and 

protection of confidential client information. Students who do not comply fully with 

confidentiality procedures jeopardize their grade and/or continuation in the program. While 

client files may be checked-out for review, etc., no client file is permitted to leave the building.  

Files may not be accessed outside of Clinic working hours.  Student clinicians must adhere to the 

https://caa.asha.org/siteassets/files/accreditation-standards-for-graduate-programs.pdf
https://caa.asha.org/siteassets/files/accreditation-standards-for-graduate-programs.pdf
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Privacy Notice given to clients. Only clients and their legal guardians may make decisions and 

grant permission for services to be provided.  Permission of parents/guardians is required for 

service delivery until the age of 18 years.    

 

Signed permission forms, release of information forms, policy documents, and the client contact 

information form should be completed during the first clinic session of the semester and 

immediately placed in the Confidential Client file. Clinicians should also provide the 

clients/families with a Clinic Calendar at the beginning of the semester. At the end of the 

semester, clients/families should be given surveys related to continuation of services and services 

received.  Once services are concluded at the end of the semester, client documents in the 

working folder should be filed in the Confidential Client Record by the Clinical Instructor.  

Students may also access grades and feedback that the Clinical Instructor inputs in CALIPSO at 

any time from their personal CALIPSO account.  

 

Student clinicians are expected to author two written reports per client each semester: 

Pretreatment Report (PTR) and the End of Semester Report (ESR).  These documents are 

submitted to the Clinical Instructor in accordance with the Clinic Calendar.  Grades are based on 

the first draft submitted, with consideration given to the student’s evaluation level. Each Clinical 
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All students must attend three mandatory meetings with each Clinical Instructor and should sign 

up accordingly for these at the beginning of the semester, mid-term, and end of the semester.  At 

these meetings, information, clinical teaching, feedback, and/or counseling will be provided.  

Prior to the first meeting with the Clinical Instructor, student clinicians should, at a minimum, 

complete the following activities: review the client’s folder, call client/guardian to confirm 

session day/time, and prepare an outline of tentative pre-testing for the first session. 

 

At the end of the semester, students check out with each Clinical Instructor.  At this meeting, a 

grading conference is conducted, client documents filed, and CALIPSO hours checked.  Prior to 

this conference, the student should have entered clock hours in CALIPSO under the appropriate 

headings and submitted them to Clinical Instructors on the dates designated on the clinic 

calendar. Specific information regarding the use of CALIPSO and other forms will be provided 

at Staffings and during the semester by the Clinical Instructor. After checking out with all 

assigned Clinical Instructors, student clinicians with multiple clients then meet with the Clinic 

Director to get their final clinic grade.  

  

Students receive regular written feedback for diagnostic and treatment sessions.  In addition, 

written feedback/corrections will be provided for all student-generated documents/reports. The 

Clinic Director and Clinical Instructors work with students to determine which disorder areas 

and experiences are needed each semester to satisfy KASA. 

 

In the event of absence of the client or student clinician, it is the responsibility of the student 

clinician to notify the Clinical Instructor as soon as possible.  The Clinical Instructor is always 

the first person a student or other faculty member consults in matters pertaining to the clinicians 

and clients assigned to them.  In the event that the student is unable to reach a client, the Clinical 

Instructor or Clinic Director should be contacted for assistance.  See the SPLP 5076 Syllabus for 

further information regarding attendance and promptness. 

 

At the end of each semester, students are given the opportunity to evaluate each of their Clinical 

http://www.calipsoclient.com/
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Documentation of Knowledge and Skills 

The Knowledge and Skills Acquisition (KASA) form is maintained in CALIPSO by the SPLP 

Faculty.  It is updated periodically and can be viewed by each student at any time.  It provides a 

record of academic progress within the curriculum to meet the CAA and CFCC requirements. 

Clinical ratings for all students are updated each semester and a final Cumulative Rating Form 

for Clinical Practicum is completed after the student has completed all clinical clock hours.   

 

Speech-Language Pathology Student Clinical File 

A file documenting hours earned by each Speech-Language Pathology graduate student clinician 

is maintained in CALIPSO which also contains the student’s Record of Observation Hours, the 

Clinical Clock Hours Determination Form for Graduate Students completed by the student at the 

beginning of the Speech-Language Pathology graduate program, all documentation of clinical 

hours earned, and the student’s official Clinical Hours Record.  The file may be reviewed by the 

student, Clinical Instructor, Clinic Director, and other appropriate Speech-Language Pathology 

faculty as needed for review and update. 

Professionalism  

The last section of the CALIPSO grading rubric consists of elements of professionalism, 

communication, cultural competence, and professional practice, that are graded as met or not 

met. These criteria pertain to all clinical settings, both on and off campus.  

  

Level 1 Clinicians: 

If more than one item in the Professionalism section is determined to be not met, the student 

must meet with his/her committee. A Clinical Education Support Plan (CESP) will be 

implemented if the committee determines it is appropriate. This must be resolved before Clinic is 

initiated in the next semester.  

 

Level 2 Clinicians: 

If any one item in the Professionalism section is determined “not met”, the student must meet 

with his/her committee. A Clinical Education Support Plan (CESP) will be implemented if the 

committee determines it is appropriate. This must be resolved before the student is allowed to 

leave campus for an internship.  

 

Clinical Pre-requisites 

Students must present records with Clinical Instructors’ signatures, documenting completion of 

25 clock hours of directed clinical observation.  Students who have not completed the 25-hour 

requirement have two options: 

a. If 15 or more hours have been completed, the student may enroll in clinic (SPLP 5076) 

but the required observations must be completed prior to initiating services with a client. 

b. If fewer than 15 hours have been completed, all 25 hours must be obtained before the 

student can enroll in clinic 
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Clinician Levels/Grading 

The student clinician evaluation instrument (CALIPSO) is a competency-based system designed 

to facilitate the development of clinical skills while taking into consideration the student 

clinician’s academic and clinical experience. This system is based on the model developed by the 

CALIPSO program. The expected competencies were revised by the Administrators at 

CALIPSO to reflect changes in the ASHA 2023 Standards. The Clinic Director and Clinical 

Instructors closely monitor the standards of CALIPSO and revise as appropriate to enhance 

correlation with KASA competencies for students graduating under the 2023 ASHA Standards 

for Certification.  

 

The CALIPSO grading instrument is divided into five clinical ability levels, each of which 

examines clinical competencies in areas of evaluation, intervention, and professionalism.  The 

student clinician’s evaluation level is based on a review of academic training and clinical contact 

hours previously earned.  At the beginning of each semester, the student’s clinical level is 

determined by the Clinic Director based on the number of clinic hours obtained and progress in 

the program. The following progression is generally used for most graduate students following a 

typical plan of study. 

 

Level Fall Admits 

1  1st Fall and 1st Spring of SPLP 5076 

2 Summer & 2nd Fall of SPLP 5076 

  

The level for any student not following a typical plan of study will be determined after review of 

their clock hours earned, clinical performance, and faculty/student ratings on CALIPSO.  

 

The grading scale for SPLP 5076 is based on the student’s clinic level as follows: 

Level 1 Grading Scale:   

4.26 – 5.00 = A   

3.33 – 4.25 = B 

2.71 – 3.32 = C 

2.40 – 2.70 = D 

1.00 – 2.39 = F 

 

3.32 or below = Remediation (SPLP 5092)  

 

Level 2 Grading Scale: 

4.50 – 5.00 = A 

4.00 – 4.49 = B 

3.50 – 3.99 = C 

3.00 – 3.49 = D 

1.00 – 2.99 = F 

 

3.99 or below = Remediation (SPLP 5092).  

 

Students enroll in SPLP 5076 every semester, with credit hours noted in the Sequence of Classes.  

Clients are assigned accordingly based on student’s preparation and clinical needs.  Student 
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clinical clock hours are monitored closely, with modification of assignments made when 

necessary to meet requirements.  

 

Student Clinicians are graded at mid-term and the end of the semester. Criteria within the 

CALIPSO instrument is used and discussed during a conference between the Clinical Instructor 

and clinician.  The final grade from each Clinical Instructor is based on the final grade recorded 

on the grading instrument.  The Clinic Director determines the overall SPLP 5076 grade by 

calculating the grades assigned by each Clinical Instructor for each clinical assignment 

(screenings, diagnostics, clinic). Students earning an overall grade of a D or F will forfeit clinical 

hours for that clinical assignment.  See the SPLP 5076 Syllabus for other information regarding 

grading.      

 

Clinical Education Support Plan and Remediation 

The Clinical Educational Support Plan, CESP, (Jumonville, 2015) is a method to support 

students who have not met the expectations of the program in clinical practicum for a variety of 

reasons. These reasons could include but are not limited to, evaluations, professional writing, 

clinical intervention, and professionalism. A student who has a CESP has not triggered a formal 

Clinical Remediation Plan but has challenges meeting specific areas of concern during the 

clinical education portion of the program.  Speech-Language Pathology Program Intervention 

CESP Policy Speech-

/slp/documents/splp-student-intervention-policy-cesp.pdf
/slp/documents/splp-student-intervention-policy-cesp.pdf
/slp/documents/splp-student-intervention-policy-remediation.pdf
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8. The student is provided the CESP template. The student is directed by the Graduate 

Committee to develop objectives, strategies, and methods to improve upon the areas of 

concern. 
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National Student Speech-Language-Hearing Associations (NSSLHA)  

The Speech-Language Pathology program has an active chapter of NSSLHA. The organization is 

very involved with many campus and community-based projects. Graduate students are required 

to become active members at the local, state, and national levels for net-working opportunities, 

pre-professional development, scholarships, awards, and a reduction of initial ASHA 

membership fees. Announced meetings are held monthly. Information will be provided by 

NSSLHA officers at the first clinic meeting regarding membership and meeting schedules. To 

receive discounts toward ASHA membership, students must have documented membership in 

both the national and local NSSLHA for two years. [To be eligible for program or college  

awards, students must be members of both the local and national NSSLHA.]  Consult with 

www.asha.org to determine the “conversion program” from national NSSLHA membership to 

ASHA membership and certification.    

 

NSSLHA/Clinic Events 

http://www.asha.org/
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Part B: Internship 
 

Internship Policies and Procedures 

During the semester in which Speech-Language Pathology graduate student clinicians anticipate 

completion of on-campus ASHA clinical clock hour requirements (140 hours) and didactic 

courses, they are to notify the Clinic Director and the Internship Coordinator to begin the 

internship assignment process. The Internship Coordinator will meet with students about 

initiating SPLP 5081 and SPLP 5086. The Internship Coordinator will make every attempt to 

place students in one of their three requested locations. Placement at a requested site is not 

guaranteed nor is placement at a site within Northeast Louisiana.  The following process is 

followed prior to determining if the student’s knowledge and skills can be matched with a site 

requested by the student: 

 KASA Summary Form  

 Master clinical file with clock hours record 

 Contact will be made with relevant parties at the anticipated agency/facility and the 

Speech-
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During each week of the internship, students are required to submit weekly summaries of their 

experiences via email to the Internship Coordinator who will respond to questions, etc.  The 

Internship Coordinator will also be in regular contact with site Clinical Instructors via email, 

phone and/or site visit (if necessary).  At the end of the internship, students will be scheduled to 

check out with the Internship Coordinator.  The following will be needed to check out: 

 Completion of final grading on CALIPSO 

 Approval of all submitted hours on CALIPSO 

 Completed site surveys (both medical and school sites) 

 Evaluation of site Clinical Instructor on CALIPSO 

 

Contracts 

The Speech-Language Pathology Program maintains on-going contracts with a number of 

agencies and facilities in the United States in order to provide a wide variety of settings and 

experiences to match the individual needs of its students.  The Internship Coordinator is 

responsible for the acquisition and maintenance of these contracts.  Students wishing to complete 
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necessarily reflect agreement with the final grade.  The Internship Coordinator is considered the 

Instructor of Record by ULM and will review all grade sheets, submit grades for each intern, and 

assume responsibility for all grades submitted.  

 

Any student earning a final grade of D or F in either SPLP 5081 or SPLP 5086 shall forfeit all 

clock hours obtained during the clinical practicum.  The Internship Coordinator and Major 

Advisor will meet with the student to discuss strategies/actions concerning future clinical 

practicum.  Other graduate committee members and/or the Program Director may also be invited 

to the meeting by the Major Advisor 



http://www.ulm.edu/
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/state/
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/state/
https://leader.pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/leader.an1.24042019.64
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/state/StateLicensureTrends/
https://www.asha.org/Certification/Certification-Standards-Change-in-2020/
https://www.asha.org/certification/2020-slp-certification-standards/
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Students must complete a Speech-Language Pathology Clinical Fellowship experience before 

qualifying for the Certificate of Clinical Competency issued by ASHA. The SLPCF experience 

must be supervised appropriately by your SLPCF Clinical Instructor. Information about the 

SLPCF is available on the ASHA website https://www.asha.org/Certification/Certification-

Standards-for-SLP--Clinical-Fellowship/   

 

If you are employed in the public schools as an SLP, you may need to have a teaching certificate.  

Please consult the ASHA website for more information and search “Teacher Certification”. 

https://www.asha.org/advocacy/state/StateLicensureTrends/  

 

In summary, to obtain CCC status from ASHA you must follow this sequence: 

     Complete the M.S. degree in Speech-Language Pathology from ULM 

     Apply for ASHA membership (Document 2 years of National NSSLHA membership) 

     Apply for/obtain a SLP state license 

     Obtain employment for the Clinical Fellowship Experience 

     Obtain a Clinical Fellowship Experience Clinical Instructor 

     Submit a passing SLP PRAXIS score to ASHA, ULM-SPLP, and LBESPA. 

     Complete the Clinical Fellowship Experience Form  

     Submit all Clinical Fellowship documents properly signed and processed 

     Receive CCC 

     Maintain certification and licensure by completing mandatory continuing education 

 

Program Accreditation Purposes (also discussed in SPLP 5070 Professional Issues): 

 Louisiana Professional and Occupational Standards found here: 

https://www.lbespa.org/assets/docs/Policies/Final-

RulesfromOSR.46v75.Jan2023.pdf.    

o Pay special attention to:  103, 107 (D, H, J, K), 109, 111, 113, 119, 123, 

125,127,129,135,301,701.  

o Review this whether you are planning to apply for licensure in Louisiana 

or not as there are typically similarities between states 

 “Applying for the Provisional SLP License in 

Louisiana”:  https://www.lbespa.org/index.cfm/license/apply 

 If you are not planning to apply for a Louisiana License, please review and be 

sure you understand the Licensure Rules for that state 

https://www.ulm.edu/professional-licensure-disclosures/index.html. 

 A Guide to the ASHA Clinical Fellowship 

Experience:  https://www.asha.org/certification/clinical-fellowship/ 

 Provide ULM Code (0117) so Praxis score is sent to ULM 

 

 

https://www.asha.org/Certification/Certification-Standards-for-SLP--Clinical-Fellowship/
https://www.asha.org/Certification/Certification-Standards-for-SLP--Clinical-Fellowship/
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/state/StateLicensureTrends/
https://www.lbespa.org/assets/docs/Policies/Final-RulesfromOSR.46v75.Jan2023.pdf
https://www.lbespa.org/assets/docs/Policies/Final-RulesfromOSR.46v75.Jan2023.pdf
https://www.lbespa.org/index.cfm/license/apply
/professional-licensure-disclosures/index.html
https://www.asha.org/certification/clinical-fellowship/
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Part 4 

Policies and Procedures 

 
Student Policy Manual and Organizational Handbook 

Each student should review the current ULM Student Policy Manual & Organizational 

Handbook on the Registrar's website https://www.ulm.edu/studenthandbook/22_23_ulm-

student_handbook.pdf . Specifically, ULM CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT.  In that category 

look for section nine — "Student Records" and read about FERPA and any other sections of 

interest.   

 Speech-Language Pathology Program Student Conduct Policy 

 

Official Communication 

The official means of communication between faculty/staff and students is through the 

University’s e-mail system https://www.ulm.edu/it/office365_help/web_users.html. Students are 

responsible for all information sent by e-mail. Students are not to use a personal account or 

texting to communicate with faculty or clinical instructors for any reason except in extenuating 

circumstances initiated by faculty or staff.  

 

Administration 

All graduate degrees are conferred by the Office of Graduate Studies and Research under the 

direction of Dr. Sushma Krishnamurthy, Dean, Graduate School, at the University of Louisiana 

at Monroe. Speech-Language Pathology is one of eight programs administered by the School of 

Allied Health in the College of Health Sciences.    

 

Contact Information: 

Speech-Language Pathology Program 

 The University of Louisiana at Monroe 

 700 University Avenue 

 Monroe, Louisiana 71209-0321 

 

 (318) 342-1392 (Program Office)  

/studenthandbook/22_23_ulm-student_handbook.pdf
/studenthandbook/22_23_ulm-student_handbook.pdf
/slp/documents/splp-student-conduct-policy.pdf
/it/office365_help/web_users.html
https://www.healthcare.gov/
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Additional Requirements 

Students are required to have the following completed prior to beginning the M.S. in Speech-

Language Pathology program: Immunizations, Background Check, Drug Screenings 

 

Immunizations (College of Health Sciences Policy)   
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The University of Louisiana Monroe 

College of Health Sciences (COHS) 

School of Allied Health (SOAH) 

Student Drug Screen Testing Policies and Procedures  

 

Preamble 

The ULM COHS student drug screen testing policies and procedures exist for the well-being of 

the professions, university, students, public, and community.   

 

Drug screening policies, and consequences resulting from a positive drug screen result, are 

developed based upon professional best practices and codes of conduct, and/or licensing board 

requirements. Therefore, COHS programs’ policies and procedures may vary.  

 

Positive drug screen results (including pre-admission, pre-clinical, random, and suspicious 

behavior-initiated tests), may result in inability to begin and/or complete the professional 

program, inability to practice professionally, inability to become licensed/credentialed, 

submission of a welfare-concern to the Interim Dean of Students, and/or dismissal from the 

program.  

Speech-Language Pathology: Policy Regarding Background Checks/Drug Screening 
a. All students in the Speech-Language Pathology program are required to complete a 

http://www.castlebranch.com/
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students and cooperates with clinical agencies to provide safe and effective care of their patients 

during Speech-Language Pathology students’ clinical experiences in their facilities. Therefore, 

the following policy has been adopted to:  

1. 
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Procedures for Drug/Alcohol Testing Required by Speech-Language Pathology Program  

All Speech-Language Pathology students will submit to drug/alcohol testing before initiating 

SPLP 5076 and prior to off campus placements, if deemed necessary. Failure to submit within a 

specified time frame will be considered an admission of guilt and the student will be dismissed 

from the Speech-Language Pathology Program.  

 

1. Drug/alcohol testing for progressed and graduate Speech-Language Pathology students 

will be arranged by the Speech-Language Pathology Program Director or designee if 

determined to be necessary at any time. The cost of this drug/alcohol testing shall be the 

responsibility of the student.  

2. Random drug/alcohol testing can occur at any time. Students will be notified by the 

Speech-Language Pathology Program Director, or designee, that their name was selected. 

They will be given instructions to report immediately for testing as directed by faculty of 

Speech-Language Pathology Program. The cost of this drug/alcohol testing shall be the 

responsibility of the student.  

3. When there is reasonable suspicion of substance abuse, a decision to drug/alcohol test 

may be made by faculty and the clinical agency. Drug/alcohol testing will be arranged by 

the Speech-Language Pathology Program, unless done in cooperation with the affiliating 

agency. The cost of this drug/alcohol testing shall be the responsibility of the student. 

4. Drug/alcohol testing will be performed by a certified collector (e.g., LabCorp) in 

accordance with established methods and procedures. The procedure for collection wil
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Committee on Ethical and Professional Conduct 

The college or school committee on ethical and professional conduct will be made up of at least 

a representative from the School Director’s Office, a licensed mental health professional, and 

two faculty members. A representative from the Interim Dean’s Office will serve as an ex-officio 

member. All members of the committee will be appointed by the Interim Dean. 

 

The committee is responsible for reviewing student ethical and professional issues, such as drug 

use or abuse, at the request of the Interim Dean’s representative.  The committee is also 

responsible for suggesting and implementing preventative approaches to encouraging a drug free 

campus, such as community support/involvement, and student and faculty education.  

Practicum/Internships 

Drug screening is required in the SLP program before a student can participate in defined clinical 

rotation, practicum, internships, and/or externships.  All professional programs require drug 

screening as per the guidelines and criteria set forth by the participating site and/or listed in the 

applicable Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and/or affiliation site agreement. As such, 

positive drug screens may result in the student not being eligible to begin their clinical facility 

site rotation, practicum, internship, and/or externship.   

 

Program Policies 

Programs requiring drug screening will notify students in writing of the requirement and the 

program’s applicable policies, prior to the student beginning the program. The program will 

maintain copies of signed student acknowledgements of receiving the notification and policies, 

of fully understanding the policies, and of giving the applicable ULM personnel permission to 

view the results on a secure website and appropriately share internally.  

 

Programs requiring drug screening will inform students of the policies. Policies may be located 

in course syllabi, program handbooks, clinical handbooks, and/or program websites.  

Programs requiring drug screening will have clearly written policies that detail at a minimum: 

1. The company which will be used to facilitate the drug screen testing process. 

2. Instructions for registering for the drug screen testing. 

3. Whose responsibility it is for payment of drug screen testing. 

4. Instructions for paying for the drug screen, if applicable. 

5. Instructions for verifying legally prescribed drugs.  

6. Who will have access to the results of the drug screen testing.  

7. How results of the drug screen will be shared and stored. 

8. How frequently the student will be tested. 

9. Whether or not random drug screening is, or may be, required. 

10. Procedures that will be followed in the event that suspicious behavior is observed by an 

employee of the university or the applicable site. 

11. How suspicious behavior is defined. 
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12. How soon after suspicious behavior is observed and documented that a student is required 

to submit for drug screen testing (immediate to up to 2 hours). 

13. How self-disclosure of drug use or abuse may be handled differently than a positive drug 

screen result. 

14. Procedures and/or consequences that will follow a first positive drug screen result. 

15. Procedures and/or consequences that will follow a second positive drug screen result. 

16. How the student’s inability to complete clinical rotation, practicum, internships, and/or 

externships will impact their ability to complete the program and/or professional practice. 

17. How the student can appeal consequences imposed by the program and/or student conduct 

committee as a result of a positive drug screen result.  

18. The student’s rights to refuse testing, and the possible applicable resulting consequences/ 

actions.  

 

Students are to report any drug use and/or criminal infraction(s) at the beginning of the graduate 

program so that accommodations can be considered and possibly made, if any.  If an early report 

is not made before background check/drug screen/Motor Vehicle Records Check (MVR) are 

received, and a caution flag is raised, accommodations may not be offered and could result in 

dismissal from the program.  

 

If a caution flag is raised on background check/drug screen, the plan of action of the Speech-

Language Pathology department will be the following: 
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5. A Speech-Language Pathology patch must be purchased from Monograms Unlimited on 

Forsythe Avenue in Monroe and attached to the left sleeve of the uniform top. The 

patches are approximately $6 each. Monograms Unlimited may attach the patch for an 

additional fee. 

6. Name tags will be purchased by NSSLHA as part of your dues. Students are to send their 

preferred name for the name tag to the NSSLHA Advisor, Mrs. Amanda Elias, 

elias@ulm.edu by July 25th each year.  

7. Professional appearance and behavior is mandatory. Cleanliness of the individual body, 

mind, mouth, and uniform is of utmost importance. 

8. Proper body hygiene is essential. In addition, there should be no malodorous smell of 

smoke apparent on the uniform. Smoking in uniform must be done in designated areas 

only, but smoking while in uniform is strongly discouraged.  

9. Strong cologne/perfume is discouraged to avoid disruption to clients, peers, or other 

personnel.  

10. Visible and/or distracting tattoos are strongly discouraged.  

11. Fingernails that are distracting (length, color) should be avoided.  

12. Hair should be neat, clean, and in a simple controlled hairstyle; hair must be a normal 

human hair color.  

13. Beards must be neatly trimmed.  

14. Scrubs are to be worn every day while in class or any type of clinical setting.  

15. Scrubs must be clean, pressed, and properly hemmed (not dragging the ground)..  

16. Scrub pants must ride at the waist when seated. 

17. When in clinical uniform (scrubs), white, black, or gray crew socks or hose are 

appropriate.  

18. No part of the uniform may be worn in combination with “Street Clothes” (for example, 

the uniform top may not be worn with blue jeans) and the uniform may not be worn in 

inappropriate settings. 

19. Students will receive their name tag early in the semester; it is to be worn every day 

while in the class or clinical setting during the semester. Students will be responsible for 

the cost of replacing  Tm
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of a healthcare provider’s order; proper documentation must be provided to the Clinic 

Director who will inform the teaching and clinical faculty. A simple silver or clear ring 

with one-bead closure is permitted. Horseshoe, barbell, and any shape other than a non-

embellished ring are not allowed. The total sum of ear piercings should not exceed three.  

25. Hair jewelry is not allowed other than simple barrette, ponytai
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student entrance only. Keys for internal clinic doors will be maintained by program director, 

clinic director, and program administrative staff. 

3. Weekend access to Sugar Hall including the Carol Nichols Ray Speech-Language Pathology 

Clinic in the Kitty DeGree Speech and Hearing Center, is prohibited to students. Students 

may only access the clinic during hours of operation while faculty members are present. The 

typical hours are 7:30 am to 6:00 pm Monday through Thursday while clinic is in session in 

the fall and spring semesters and 7:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Thursday when clinic 

is not in session and during the summer semesters. Friday hours are 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. If the 

university is closed for any reason, the building and clinic may not be accessed. 

4. The lobby will be monitored via the internet surveillance system already utilized for 

monitoring treatment rooms.  

5. Students who disregard stated safety policies are subject to disciplinary action. 

6. Students should exercise precautions when leaving the building (especially in the dark). 

7. Always go to your car with a group.  

8. Students are encouraged to contact University Police Department (UPD) at 342-5350 for an 

escort after dark. 

9.

https://webservices.ulm.edu/policies/download-policy/331
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Additional protective equipment in kit form is readily accessible in the Clinic for use by student 

clinicians, faculty, and staff who are exposed to other potentially infectious bodily fluids, waste, 

etc.  A red bag is available in the kit for disposal of consumable contaminated items.  This bag 

will be disposed of following university policy. 

 

For more specific precautions as they relate to Speech-Language Pathologists, refer to the 

website for the Center for Disease Control www.cdc.gov. The nurses at the ULM Affinity Clinic 

are also a resource for questions regarding infection control, etc. 

 

Accident/Injury 

In the event of an accident/injury/or matter of personal safety, University Police should be called 

immediately at 911 or 342-5350 (University Police).  Each student clinician should also be familiar 

with the ULM Evacuation Policy and the Evacuation Plan for the Clinic in this Handbook. Faculty 

and staff will follow ULM Policies regarding these situations.  See the ULM Student Handbook 

for further information.   

 

In any case of suspected child abuse and/or neglect involving a client, the Clinical Instructor and 

Clinic Director are designated as “mandated reporters” under the Louisiana Children’s Code.  

Students should discuss procedures to follow in the event of such situations during their first 

meeting with the Clinical Instructor.   

 

All student clinicians are required to complete an Emergency Contact form on themselves and a 

Contact Form for each client.  These are maintained by the Clinic Director in the event of an 

emergency. 

 

Students are made aware of ULM immunization policies as undergraduates when they progress 

into the Speech-Language Pathology major or when accepted into the SPLP graduate program 

(See Academic portion of this Handbook).  It is the responsibility of each student to maintain 

current immunization status throughout the clinical program.  No student will be permitted to 

participate in any clinical activity without clearance documentation from the ULM Affinity 

Clinic Nurse given to the Clinic Director.  SPLP personnel (e.g., Clinic Director) do not have 

access to any student health records.  Students are responsible for maintaining a record of their 

immunizations and tuberculosis tests.   

 

Student clinicians are covered under the ULM liability insurance policy at no additional charge.  

This coverage is necessary for all persons providing clinical services to the general public. 

 

Social-Media Use 

Students and Faculty/Clinical Instructors who need to communicate about clients electronically 

must use only ULM email and refer to clients exclusively by initials, not by either first or last 

name.  Communication about clients, parents/guardians, clinic, or the program is prohibited via 

any other communication system; these include Facebook, blogs, text-messaging, personal mail, 

etc.  Official Facebook postings about departmental activities can only be made by students with 

approval of the Program Director, Clinic Director, or NSSLHA Advisor.  While faculty cannot 

stop students from doing so, it is not in the students’ best interest to speak negatively about 

themselves, faculty, the program, college, or university on any type of social media.  If a 

http://www.cdc.gov/
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student’s public communication is interpreted in a slanderous and/or non-beneficent manner, the 

student can and will be held ethically and/or legally responsible.  Furthermore, students should 

be aware that some social media (e.g. Facebook) is viewable and viewed by faculty, clients, and 
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Blank Forms, Sample Documents, and Related Information for Use in SPLP 5076  

Blank forms, sample documents, and other information will be available to clinicians; some will 

be provided in Clinic Staffing and via Moodle for SPLP 5076. They should be retained for use 

throughout the program. 

 

Speech-Language Pathology Copy Policy  

Copyrighted material, including test protocols, may NOT be copied.  Student clinicians may 

copy for their use, and at their own expense, other diagnostic and therapy materials that are not 

copyrighted or those which specifically grant copy privileges.  Confidential client information 

may not be copied or photographed by any student clinician.  In the event that clients/families 

wish to provide copies of confidential information for the client file or wish a copy of reports, 

etc., only the Clinic Assistant, Clinical Instructors, or Clinic Director may duplicate the 

requested information. Documentation of who received documents should be included in the 

client’s file. Failure to comply with this policy compromises both the clinician and the Program 

https://www.asha.org/siteassets/publications/sp2016-00343.pdf
https://www.asha.org/Code-of-Ethics/
https://caa.asha.org/siteassets/files/accreditation-standards-for-graduate-programs.pdf
https://caa.asha.org/siteassets/files/accreditation-standards-for-graduate-programs.pdf
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/state/
https://www.asha.org/certification/cert-verify/
https://www.asha.org/certification/clinical-fellowship/
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uses these, along with other documents (e.g., student evaluations), to evaluate the faculty.   

Similarly, the same procedure is followed as the School Director evaluates the Program Director.  

The faculty, however, also evaluate the Program Director; that information is sent to the School 

Director. 

 

Speech-Language Pathology Policy and Procedure for Filing Complaints  

Students are expected to follow the Chain of Command for any concerns. Academic issues 

should be brought to the attention of the Program Director and clinical issues should be referred 

to the Clinic Director.  For academic issues, students should speak with the instructor first.  If the 

issue cannot be resolved at that level, the student and faculty member are welcome to contact the 

Program Director for a joint meeting.  For clinical issues, students should speak with the Clinical 

Instructor first.  If the issue cannot be resolved at that level, the student and Clinical Instructor 

should contact the Clinic Director for a joint meeting.  If the issue continues to be unresolved, all 

parties should meet with the Program Director.  The CAA www.caa.asha.org can also be 

contacted about program accreditation concerns. Procedures are also posted in the Clinical Work 

Room in the Kitty DeGree Speech and Hearing Center – Carol Nichols Ray SLP Clinic.   

 

http://www.asha.org/about/credentialing/accreditation/
http://www.caa.asha.org/
/slp/diversity.html
/slp/diversity.html


/academics/catalogs/
/schedule/
/
/registrar/
http://banner.ulm.edu/
http://banner.ulm.edu/
/it/banner-steps.html
https://ulm.edu/research/irb.html
http://www.ulm.edu/academics/catalogs/0809gradcat.pdf
/financialaid/
/gradschool/assist_workstudy.html
https://ulm.academicworks.com/opportunities?utf8=%E2%9C%93&term=scholarships
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journals. In addition, LOUIS provides access to other bibliographic and abstracting sources via 

the Web. Access is also provided to more than 35,000 electronic books via netLibrary. 

 

All are welcome to use the resources of the Library. To borrow library materials, one must have 

a valid ID card or obtain a LOUIS Reciprocal Borrowing card.  

 

For more library information, refer to www.ulm.edu/library https://www.ulm.edu/library/  

 

More information 

Additional information about the policies of the University of Louisiana at Monroe and the 

Graduate School can be found at www.ulm.edu or https://www.ulm.edu/gradschool/  

Speech-Language Pathology Program policies can be found here SPLP Policies. 

 

Program Feedback and Alumni Questionnaire 

Alumni are encouraged to keep the Speech-Language Pathology Program updated about their 

professional journey. Results are confidential and identifying information is not required.    

 

Thank you for selecting ULM and the M.S. in Speech-Language Pathology Program. 

 

We wish you the best in your graduate education.  

 

The Speech-Language Pathology Faculty and Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ulm.edu/library
/library/
http://www.ulm.edu/
/gradschool/
/slp/diversity.html
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